A case of fibrosarcoma on the perivertebral surface of a ferret with hind limb paralysis.
A 2.5 year-old female ferret had a stiff palpable mass arising from the dorsal surface of the thoracic (T) to lumbar (L) vertebrae with paralysis of the hind limbs. By myelography the dorsal and ventral lines of contrast were not observed in the area forwarded of L3. Grossly, the tumor encircled the dorsal vertebrae. Microscopically, tumor cells were proliferated intimately and were attached to the vertebrae surface involving surrounding fatty and connective tissues. The tumor consisted of fibroblastic cells with prominent cellular atypia. The bromodeoxyuridine (BrdU) labeling index to examine cellular kinetics was high (11.8%). Based on macro and micropathological features, the present tumor was diagnosed as periosteal fibrosarcoma arising from perivertebral connective tissue.